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, ." . C~TER2o2fil) RlURALBASEDISTRICTS , ". :.
. ' . , . . '.

, J;:", ";,.,',', ,.;,:,;",.'§2.20.05<D AD,sttlcts.AgnculfuraIPreservationCntena.,:-:,: .:' ;:.""",",...:':',:.,..,,

":,\', ',','.".,-:'::,:: '1DlplementsthegenetalplanandwhichprotectsnafuraIresourcesandmamtairis.;;,:'::" '~,..",.,:'..'!.; :': ;,' ...,.".;,'

::: ',' ;. '.,'~:' ~,:',:'...' '." dIStrict IS to reserve. those lands,mo~t~~bl~for..agncu1tural production for.'::.~::;'~:',..~,:'.~;~',:.: ::~.',;; :..:' :;;,. ';.',... ',. - -. .. ' ,. .,. .'. . ,... :'.:.: .:, ,",.", : .;:: '": agricultural and appropnate;relat~duses~',-Thiszonfug distric~Willpro.vide ;,' :'::, ,;'"", '-: ";:,:-, :::.'.'" ','
,.. " '; " , , " ., ." . '.. c' '... '" ",.. . " '

:'" '., ' . stability for ongoing a~cultui:al operations arid proVide for new uses1iecess~:to ..' '." :':".. ,!,' ,
:' " ", ."" " supportaviablelbcalagricUlttiIe:indu~try~:Thisdistrictisalsoiiitended:toretatn; ':,', ,:':,:~' ,:~:'," .

. '. ,', . ' ,.. '. ... . , in open space uses those landS which may be suitable for futUre tirbanizationuntil
" "

.c'" . ,.. ~uchtimeastheyareincludedWithinacity~surbanserviceareaandpubli~:., ,,'.'
, , . facilities and servicescaribeeconomicaIlyprovided, consIstent wit1ico~unity:, " ,'. .,:,"

plans and objectives. This district is meant to apply to all portions of the coriI1ty ;,'

designated as AgricUlture: Large Scale, ~A..gricultrii-e: Mediwn Scale, and Op~n:'
Space Reserve, in the general plan. Note that § 2.20.05? applies to thIs di~tri6t;

.

B. AR Agricultural Ranchiands~ The p1:1rpose of the, Agricultural Ranchlands.'
district, also' known as the AR district, is to preserve ranchfug, th~ natural
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Santa Clara County Zoning Ordinance
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resources, and the rural character of the areas to which it applies. PenIlitted uses
include ranching or agriculture, low-intensity recreation, mineral extraction, and
land in its natural state. Very-low-intensity residential, commercial, industrial and
instit1ltional uses may also be allowed if they primarily serve the rural ranchland
residents or are necessary for the enhancement and protection of the natural
resources of the area and do not require a substantially higher level of service than
presently provided. This district is meant to apply to all parcels desigiIated. . Ranchlands in the general plan. Note that § 2.20.060 applies to this district.

... C. ,:HS Hillside. The purpo.se of the Hillside district, also known as tIle HS district,
0 . is to preserve mountainous lands unplanned or unsUited for urban development.

.primaril¥ in open space and to promote those uses which support and enhance a
. . rural character, which protect and promote wise use ofnat1lral resources,.and. ... which avoid the rislcs imposed by natural hazards foUI:ld in these areas. These .

lands are watersheds and may also provide such important resources as minerals,
forests, animarhabitat, rare or locally unique plant and animal communities~

.0 hist9ric and archeological sites, scenic beauty, grazing lands, and recreational
areas. Additionally, lands zoned. Hillside define the s'etting or viewshed for the :

urban area of the county. . .

Development shall be limited to avo.id the need for public services and facilitie;s.
Pennitted uses include agriculture and grazing, very low density residential. use,
loW density, low intensity recreation, mineral and other resource extraction, and. land in its nat1lral state. Low-intensity commercial, industrial, and instit1ltional
uses may also be allowed if they require a remote, rural setting in order to
primarily serve the rural residents or community, or if they support the
recreational or productive use, study, appreciation, or enhancement of the natural
enviro~ent. Clustering of development, particularly r.esidential~ is encouraged in
order to preserve contiguous open space and achieve efficiency in the provision of

. .. access to dwellings; This district is meant to apply to all parcels designated
. Hillside in the general p.1an. Note that § 2.20.070 applies to this district.

D. .RR Rural Residential. The purpose of the Rural Residential district, also
known as the RR district, is to .permit rural residential development in certain
limited unincorporated areas of the county designated by the general plan.
Residential use and limited agricultural uses accessory to residential use are the. primary uses intended within the district. Agricultural and open space uses that

are compatible with the residential uses are also penIlitted. Commercial,
industrial and mstitutional uses may be estab.lished only where they serve the
needs of the resident rural population and result in a net overall reduction in travel
demand forrural residents. This district is meant to apply to all parcels designated
Rural Residential in the general plan. Note that § 2.20.080 applies to this district.
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